October 15, 2019

To: Hoffman Estates Park District
and Board of Commissioners

This petition is in addition to the online petition that was earlier published on

Change.Org with regard to the proposed elimination of tennis courts at The Club at Prairie
Stone. The earlier online petition garered immense number of supporters from The Club at
Prairie Stone as well as residents and taxpayers of Hoffman Estates. It was signed by over
400 individuals. Please view the attached link.
hitps://www.change.org/p/board-of-commissioners-tennis-courts-at-heparks-the-club

Upon further exploration of issues related to the “proposed” changes at The Club, it

became clear, this is a community matter, which will affect residents of all walks of life.
Thus, this Petition is supported by the residents and taxpayers of Hoffman Estates for the
following reasons:

1.

The Park District is proposing to spend $875,000 (Phase One and Phase Two) of tax
payers money without a comprehensive market study or proper business plan in place.

Highly guestionable research to support the proposed “renovation” such as
Community Wide Survey based on a mere 905 randomly chosen Hoffman Estates
residents (1.8% of the H E population) and opinion of one outside fithess expert.

The park district held two informational meetings to discuss the proposed changes with
the public, yet clearly was blocking any feedback given by the community. In fact, these
meetings held October 1 and October 5, 2019 created more confusion, than answers.

The park district demonstrated abuse of power by being dismissive of public’s concerns,
and not fulfilling its responsibility of clearly conveying these concerns to the board of
commissioners. Such conduct equals an abuse of servitude to the public.

The Park District has been dismissing voices of those, who use English as a second
language. Many of these individuals come from countries, where democracy has been
suppressed, thus they do not know, how to defend themselves. This was evident

during the informational meeting on October 5, 2019 at The Club. The leader of this
meeting, Executive Director of Park District, was patronizing, intimidating and dismissive
of voices of those, who wanted to speak. This conduct is not acceptable on behalf of a
public official. The indoor tennis courts are being occupied at large, by individuals, who
were born outside of the US and speak with foreign accent. The elimination of tennis
courts, is a_discrimination against those, who cannot defend themselves!




6. Replacement of all three tennis courts with venues similar to Orange Theory and Cross
Fit, which are already readily available in this area, is not consistent with meeting the
community needs.

7. The proposed elimination of all the tennis courts was originally presented as a “renovation’ This
in itself is highly misleading and strongly suggests that the Park District has not been
transparent with the community. This planned dismantling of the courts, the park district listed
as “Tennis court and Fitness room renovation” in the list of capital projects for the year 2020,
and on top of it added, for capital projects for 2014 “Tennis Crack and Resurface”. This is only
one of many examples of the Park District purposefully misleading the public. Attached link
page 29 and page 30.

hitps/fwww . heparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/HEParks-CMP-2019.pdf

8. The Park District spent $27,000 on court renovation just within the last 2 to 3 years and now
the tennis courts are sought to be completely eliminated- this would be a prime example of
rushed decisions and wasteful spending.

9. The Park District has paid scant attention to those members for whom English is not their
first language and who are originally from various other parts of the globe, reflecting the
diversity of the entire community. The Park District has purposefully failed to recognize that
the tennis courts are widely utilized by members who hail from various countries in Europe,
Asia, South Asia, the Middle East and so on. The proposed elimination of the tennis courts will
most definitely ensure an exodus of such members to other facilities and the facility itself will
no longer represent the actual diversity of Hoffman Estates.

10.No adequate justification for elimination of the ONLY three indoor tennis courts was

given. Elimination of the tennis courts will mean that the only indoor tennis facility in the
community will no longer be there. This will contradict the HEPD Strategic Plan, District Goal 1:
“Provide healthy and enjovable experiences for all people” and (objective 1 on page 20 “offer
healthy and enjoyable experiences that promote equal access”. The proposed “renovation” is
contrary to parks district mission and will discriminate these, who support tennis.

11. An entire generation of children will be denied access to indoor tennis facilities at the Park
District and will hence lose their access to one of the most universally beloved world sport. The
residents of Hoffman Estates are deeply distressed by the Executive Director's remark the
sport of Tennis is a "dying sport". This remark alone reveals how ill-informed and inadequately
conceived the proposed changes are.

12. The Park District has not informed the taxpayers of Hoffman Estates on the likely impact of
the proposed expenditures on their property taxes. According to published “Comprehensive
Annual Financial Report”, fiscal year 2018, the Park’s District long term debt increased from $
65.7 millions to $ 66.7 millions (not including other liabilities). It is important to note, that during
the same time period, the park district collected $ 604 000 more income from property taxes
(9.5 millions in 2018 as compared to 8.9 millions in 20171). Despite this additional income from




taxpayers in 2018, HEPD compiled additional million of dollars in long term debt. This alarms
Hoffman Estates residents.

13. The Park District has not considered the needs of Senior members who are already able to
avail for discounted membership fees through their Insurance plans at other facilities that are
significantly lower in price than this facility.

14. The Park District is seeking to apparently increase the current existing membership from
2900 to 4000 members. However, it appears quite likely that the Park District will only lose
existing members in large numbers. Tennis members, families with young children, who lost
free childcare services, and Senior Citizens will bound to feel alienated and will depart quickly
once such draconian changes are implemented while newer members of a younger
demographic will have no particular incentive to join this facility which is not at all dissimilar to
countless other facilities that offer the same equipment, the same paid classes at a lower cost.

15. The Park District capital spending for the year 2018 was $20 millions, out of which close to
50% was taxpayers money. It is important to note that, taxpayers money is a “subject to
external restrictions on how they may be used. Essentially this restrictions represent property
taxes.”

The members of The Club at Prairie, residents and taxpayers of Hoffman Estates hereby
request the Park District to re-think their proposed renovation at The Club, so the Park District
can continue to “provide healthy and enjoyable experience for all people”. The community
is requesting to make modifications to their proposed plan and consuit with the public prior to
presenting this plan for approval to Board of Commissioners. The Park District is requested to
be more sensitive to the needs and feelings of the minority members for whom English is not
their first language.

Thank you for your consideration.

A copy of this petition with signatures of the community members is being submitted on this
day, the 15th of October 2019.
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C“omment from the public

Stated in your Comprehensive Master Plan, years 2014-2019, on page 20 this body published
the statement “Expand tennis opportunities in west Hoffman Estates”, under the heading of
“District Goal, providing healthy and enjoyable experiences that promote equal access”.
Further in the same document on Page 29, this body published the statement “Expand
outdoor pickleball and tennis opportunities west of Route 59”.

Yes, your constituents want the HEPD to provide tennis on the western side of Hoffman
Estates and yes, we the constituents want our Park District to provide a “healthy and
enjoyable experience that promotes equal access”. Simply, we both want the same.

Yet this evening, we are here because this body is contradicting those issued words.

Somehow, you have rationalized that the dismantling of the indoor tennis courts at The Club
meets the community needs when these courts are exclusive to our town. Why be redundant
at The Club, when your Willow Recreation location duplicates what we already have. Even
your recent survey from the ETC Institute ranks higher the need for both outdoor & indoor
tennis courts, greater than the need for indoor sports fields for which you want to convert
them to? You emphasize equal access and meeting community needs, but you are
discriminating those who enjoy the game of tennis? What compels you to disregard the voices
of your constituents, your survey and your Comprehensive Master plan? This board needs to
re-think this decision!



Strategic Plan o
initiatives
Cretersmatind pagsing and opportites ol
wdrvrved Smogaghic popsdaSore Syl
f@?’&%gi}ﬁ i}m« !:waxe_mmg?éﬁdmw
o e Distrits mission W prormide the besefts of
. e and et i
L i greutesfagiy
Dhfectives trove the ovetall hashth cetcomes of prgracns
. . offered oty
ogi:wwa;ﬂw et Increase operative efforts with ek
and communiy assockations on health reded ey
gzmmm ) [
arbirffacty memberstpss chis
Sharberof demagrapbicaly urgend i
proyars/mgiation Derelop perfonnance medusementsygionn i
) . " N : ”
Develep plans to vt bucreased programpeeds of
& i " S0+ poosdaica e ¢
Performance Measures Expand markating commuaiv vith the use of
06 madia. Jicatk
dstec 4o ovee sl adisfaction aodd reteotion I
bypeveriage ivplemnentation of motste WiebTrac dibert ferend
Dectiop plates to wencvate Dhine Fark by meed
© Goat ot
HMeasures Deelopprguarn tecye muds! b progams masess.
Hemberal & narici ) st
o nhip Taciity space
" ” " ot pn
Hamber of Fousdation events pariputs i X
ondl conts fmitomy
Dol brans erntfation and agfioe binoexse
ooy awdneness of Distric packs, programs,
it s fnsdaen)
il seur former Sofety WAL i ey
o Dy gecledpoaring ypate e b iz
{hrtig; st 2 yers e _ p ‘
e} w24 pees
onglennt 54 yeos ’ ]
Deveop placs o aomorte watet-fased playgroued
on narth St of Distret it e )

e v e o o s v pey g
Ve SRITImMBTY

&

The District’s planning and development efforts continue to focus on maintenance and upkeep of existing facilities. Renovation and/er rehabititation of both
Tacility and infrastructure has taken precedente oves the need to create news faciities primarily dus t the fact that the Districtis now diose to landlocked and
most areas have already bean developed. This effort comes 21 a time when the e cyde end is ecauning on many of the fadlities that were constructed or
wengvated at about the turs of the century.

Major efforts to be addressed in the next five years indude:

+ PRenovate 17 of the District’s 45 playgrounds

+ Patchand/ot resurface approximately 2.5% f the 1,000,0090 square feet of parking lots currently maintained by the Distrizt
+ Ceack fill and seatcoat th District’s parking Jot surfaces on 2 five year cyde

+ Maintain all court araas to limit cracks 1o 5o greater than a quarter inch

» Continue 1o address the identified Issues in the ADA trassition plan in a timely manner

in addition to maintaining what the District already has to a high standard, future planning efforts will revolve around:

Designing playgrounds to engage children and keep them active

Expanding oppartunities for the elder population of the ity in oo parks

Developing a camsmunity play space with 2 water play feature in north Hoffman

Keeping and upgrading existing facities compliant to ADA accessibility standards

Planaing for the expansion of 50+ Active Adults Center In the Triphahn Center

Planand ¢ { i i inning vith the development of Chiso Pask into a community garden and dog park
9

Replace District park rufes and playground signs to reflect up-to-date Information

Convert former Willow Park Safety Wilage site into comimunity gardensichildren's early leaming garden
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e Do not interrupt others.

o Really focus on understanding the other person.

o Suspend judgment.

¢ Do not think about your response while the other person is still talking.

» Do not automatically advocate your views in your first response.

» Ask questions to make sure you understand the other person.

o Ask whether you can paraphrase what the other person said to make sure you heard them
correctly.

o Really try to understand the reasons the other person believes what they believe



